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To Correspondents. |
J. MeC., Clinton. Yours of March 13, does not meet even ocur oid
lerms of clubbing. We fuund it necomsary 10 alter tem sowe Umo |

sinee, lo §1.50. Consequently those sent will be fumished nive
montis, '
|
|

B. & L., New Alany. As soom as the Governor approves your muss's,
we will furward the demgh,

—

_
————

—— ——

The Indiana Si

(<7 The State Sentinel hag a very summary way of
Jocating the route of the St;{'uuis and Cinecinnafi

Published e\'er;' Thursday.]

INDIANAPOLIS,

Rail Road through this State. -Jt{l:ll";alea;-_lﬁg_l it et
y our Legis- 3 e
2.1,‘1 Road | Col. Benton.

maust adopt a * hiberal cha_ﬂer"o'gran
fature, awthorizing the won

from Terre Haute vin ludigos Al New Faggle to
Richmond. At lgx{l we !a thg1s what it mesns, | will learn, with great regret, wo doubt, that Mr. Ben-

aod we believe thehgye Was-the points made in said "ton has declined the appoi jor Gene

I ye : d pointment of Major General
»e I [ . » . .

liberal chwster,2 s '“h“r';“‘ seenit. There | ;; 40 army, Much as this determination is to be

fighg tolerable,r | ! I
_ :?uh *ad?l:;e‘ré’cd' pqp“,,:’j':mrfa?;:boisi";::il regretted, it must be admitted that the reasons which
Vea o d ' ’ he gives for it are sufficient. The plan which he

EAn Bay in thi r.
PR rwill scarce would approve of conducting the war, differs from the
views of both Scott and Taylor. Scott is for cunqier-
ing the Castle of San Juan, and every thing else as
he goes, so as not to leave an enemy in the rear ;
Taylor’s notions accord with those of Mr. Calboun,
and partake of the spirit of * masterly inactivity."

¥ reqan &8s to invest

o5 Paey in o road to djverf trade_from her, to the
mmml lakes. We shall have something to say
oout this matigr agag,— Rushvilly Jacksoman.

It i= wmi‘:wruﬁjslun_gc 1o us, to What lengthe, and
evgn sheelchoe of the imigimation, the edjf<of the
Jeskzonjap will go, to'make & lhrus't.qt' e 8"& Sen-
tinel. “Were wé dispised, we miglywnz wevernl
causes m;‘m&g; l‘.ulli.!\‘e havg our minds, that
a8 we receive no injoeg , 1o pass it by.

So far as the Seutine] is concerped in “ summarily " 3 under S [ N
“ locasing ™ the rvul‘e of the Si. Louis and Cincinnati | ™09 under Scott and Taylor; sndas Congress failed

. ; ; _ . 1o give authorit "resi ] i
Rail l{-:a:.l.lw: this"State, it has no choice; or if M mBe a!u hort i mh‘_hf. ! rt'?ldelr;t by‘ law to appﬁ;nt
it bas, it has expressed none. The Sentinel yet cou- | \17- Benton to the chief command, as it oufzht to have

. - {done, there is no other alternati Mr.
sidem the MWier pranted last winter, Yor a Rail Road = . BSREVA oapar foc Mk
*-“'.",ﬁ,_.f_lnulc to Richmond, a * liberal " one;

| Bentou, than that which he has adopted. It is lamen-
in the affect:. mj;q Cincinnati is ** green”
pexi -y will B¥ peopie 118%6 already taken nearly all

\table that the successful prosecution, and speedy
| ending of the war, ss well as the true interests of the
the stock to finish a raad to-near Richmond in this| dg:lw:an; 5;.71 n"’;la:”j mu?.t_ry'. Im\-r:rbeen SIEIONS Dy
s ﬁh;. g ey ?\'Q done, 10 duubl, 4o the ﬁral:;" 'T-I'T.m‘l-, ur the gratification ol aspirants to the
0013::- ot iz & branch from the Baltimore and Py 5
Ohio Ra d where it will intersect the Ohio river, ‘ Wasmiseron Crry, March 10, 1547,
to their city. Then the right of way is already se-| Sir:—Please to receive, as a mark of my respect, a

cured to them through the State, by the.charter afore- | €2py ©f the following letters, wl_sich explain the
sajd, no doubt intended to fgrm a link in the circumstances under whiclh [ decline to accept the

“ﬂ‘? appointment of Major General in the arm
greal ch:! v of whyf® we might’ not inappropriately | ppo gue ¥

- ye Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
term, the road from suiiriss to sunsel—rfrom the cnsl-i THOMAS H. BENTON.

ernmost Ttantic city to the confines of the great| To the Hon, Mr. Wick, of the House of Reps.
t“t'e»l. ! ——

! - sop i ; o i | Wasniserox Ciry, March 6, 1847.
The Jacksonian editor is alpogether in crror, if he Sir :— Without waiting for the formality of being
supposes we have amy

M""Wh%" br ifterest to | presented with the commission of Major General in
e - = | P 2 ¢ ]
govern us 1n this matter. 'We are citizens of the |the army of the United States, I think it right 1w

State, not of a particular township; and our desire | inform you at once that my acceptance, or refusal, of

-

'heart of the country, levying supplies as he proceed-
ed, and dictate the terms of pgace in the gity of Mex-
ico.

By the letters which we give below, our readers :

i' Benton would probably prefer to march rigit into the |

p The Jourual and the War.

They bave got a new hand at the Journal bellows.

14
,wind in its volumns of late. The plodding quictude
. of the principal editor is sueceeded by the wordy eb-
ullitions of a more garrulous, but greemer genius;
and if there be no fact or argument, there is now
sophistry enough in the political paragraphs of the
Juurnal to satiate the wmost ravenous self-stultifying
whig that can be found within the limits of this fa-
mous city of diagonsls. Justance the following,
which appeared in the tri-weekly Journal of the 15th,
 and which we fur a day or two overlooked :

07~ Does the ** Sentinel " suppose it can make any
man believe that  Mr. Corwin voled lo bring on this
' pery war™ as is charged in that paper of the 1ih

his is evident from the extraordinary amount of

nle Senlinel.

From the N. Y. Sun,
Mexico and her Established Church.

It will be remembered that we stated last month
that the church bad threated 1o escommunicate all
who would fuvor the confiscation of its property.
We nowx annex the official protest, which quotcs the
decrees of the Cogucil of Trent, 1o prove the heresy
of the seizure. Granting that the confiscation is a

MARCH 25, 1847.

| What is 2 Quoram!

In the Madison Courier of a Jate date, we find what
the editor assumes to be an answer to a communica-
lion 1o the State Sentinel of February Uth, with re-

igard to the Butler bill and the supplement thereto
| being the laze of the Jand. The question at issye be-
tween tbe writer of that article and the Courier is
| simply this: Was there a constitutional guorum of
| Nenators present when the Butler bill passed the Sen-
|ate! The editor of the Courier assumes that there
| was a constitotional quorum present, and consequent-
‘ ly thhat the bill is the law of the land. “S.” contends
' that there was not a quorum present, and consequent-
ly that the bill is not a law. In order that we may
understand the arguments clearly, it will be necessa-
ry lo quote from the Revised Statutes and Constitu-
tion of Indiana,
**T'he Senate shall be composed of fifty members.”

[Volumef VEzsaaNamber 40,

| 'To the Democratic Electors of the
: Fifih Congressional Distviet.

My Friexms:—The Congress of which, by your
suffrages, | have been a member, adjonrued on the
third inst., and the relatim of Representative and con-
stituents, has ceased to exist between you and myself
I bave endeavored to express my gratitude for tie
honvr which you couferred upon me, (without teszing
solicitations on my part,) by an honest, laborious, and
energetic discharge of the duties of the position to
which you called me. 1 regret that 1 had not more

ability te bring to your service; but such as I had I

Inid under full contribution, us was my duty to do.—
In one Instance [ gave a vote, which, for a time, was
misrepresented by the designing, and misunderstood
by many of the honest. By temporarily submitting
lo some injustice, on this score, [ have had the proud

-

satisfuction of demonstrating that by refusing to do a

= violation of the Constit

I ulion, and one for which the
| chiurch can excommunicate the governmoent, the ques-
{ lion arises, wial will be the consequences?! Will
the church excommunicate the state ! will it establish
| & new government ! will it force the nation to nego-
tiate for & peace 1 or will the government seize ull the
church property, leave religioes affairs 1o the manage-
We do
not pretend to be able to snswer these questions. Time
alone can devel Dut let us look st faels,
The chureh and the aristocracy sided with Paredes,
and favored a monarchy, These were overthrown by
the Purblas, or the native pe ple of Aztee parentage,
| who compose the bulk of the population. The
. f’ii'(’n.u. or dem wrats, who now govern ﬂ,e cnuu[r}'.
are exaspersted aguinst the church for Ler efforts to
place a King over them, and consequently the sale of
the church lands is not very unpopular. It is sup-
ported by the soldiers, because it is the readiest meang
by which they can obiain funds. When the war
| commenced, the guvernment appesled to the church
| for money, alleging that the Americans were coming
| to rub and plunder the churches, and the sooner the

ment of the people, and telerate all religions 1

p resnils,

It would be useless for him to accept of a com- |

R. 8. 1843, “Two-thirds of each house shall consti-
tute a quorum to do business.” Ariicle 3, section 8,
Constifution of Indiana. When the bill passed the
Senate there were but thirty-three Senaturs present,
which was not two-thirds of fifty, the number of Se-
rators elected, and of which says the law, the Senate
shall be composed. But those who contend that a

(ipst.!  Every man knows that the war was * brought |
on" by Mr. Polk, when he ordered our army to invade
| Mexico. True, when that army had been thus order-
‘ed into the enemy’s country and was surrounded by |
eminent danger of being overwhelmed by a superior |
force, Mr: Corwtx voted immediate relief.  That isa |
 different question from the prosceution of a war for |

thing at the wrong time, it can be better done at the o g )
right time. Our volunteers instead of being fobbed | PrOPETly was disposed of the better. But the church

3 | ’ Ly - l.pe v 1Hlim .
off with a paltry reward of twenty-four dollars, will | WOuld not give a dollat. Tley saw that the Ameri-
receive that sum, and also their choice of a quarter | $*°¢ prutecied its property better than “;‘-‘ Mexicans.
section of land, selected by themselves, or one hun- | It saw that Gen. Taj wor and the whole American
dred dollars in-cash, Hasty legislation would have | *™Y paid the most profound respect to its rights and
deprived them of Yhe better portion of this reward.— | Privileges.  Hepee the very natural consequencs

| conques! which is now the avowed object of the origi-
nators of the present war.™

At the comencement, one would suppose that the
writer intended to disputec the correctness of
statement, that Corwin voted a year ago for the war
which he now traitorously condemns. I'he fone as.
sumed shows that it was this writer's design to con-
vey to the minds of his readers such an impression.
But a second thought seems to have satisfied him that
a broad denial would not answer, Corwin's vote being
a fact of record. He therefore reluctantly admits the
vote of Corwin, but endeavours 1o destroy ‘the force of
the important inference to be drawn against thut sen-
ator's consistency and honesty, by adopling as his
own, the miserable pretext given by Corwin himself,
after Lis Mexican speech was made, and had been
condemned by many patriolic whigs, to-wit: thaet kis
vole for the war bill last year was given merely for

our

quorum was present say that one of the Senators hav-
ing died, it only required two-thirds of the Senators
living at the time the bill passed to be present to make
| & legal quorum,

| Now let us examine the position here assumed and
| ee how it will correspond with the law on the sub-
"jl‘ct of quorums. Bouvier says: “*Quorum, used
substantively, signifies the number of persons belong-
ing 1o a legislative assewbly, a corporation, society,
or vther body, required to transact business.,” From
this definition it is evident, that the same rule of law
which governs a corporation, must govern Legisla-
tures, on the subject of quorums. Again, Douvier
says, “‘sometimes the law requires a greater number
than a bare majority to form a quorum: in such case
no quorum is present until such a number convene.”
Hence it will be seen that the rule of Jaw is the same,
whatever may be the number necessary to constitute a
quorum, whether it be less than a majority, a majori-
ty, or more than a majority of the members composing
the bodv. The Senate, we haye said before, is com-
| posed of a definite number of persous, viz., fifly. Now

ts only to have an eqnal share in the prosperity of all, |
without any stlempl to sucoved om the dowafall or in- |
jury of our neighbors.

We Lave lately received a communication from the
Rush Committee; and our committee here will bear
us witness, that we urged the liberal offer of the Rush |
committee, not only to their favorable consideration, |
but that they eheuld notify those with whom it was

. : : . > " . S 3 . sevyor} F 3 » 1al
their duty to correspend, to state the delails of eaid [to success; and these would be both military and | 71°™ by giving it all l'-e-.\\f‘.‘:ul of 1ts ‘editorial
Ac(mg then in the best fatilh, we | 1hplumatu:—lhe command of the army, and nlllhnr.i}' adupl;- n and a.uthur:l_v ! What! rvole lo raise an ar-

communication.

that high appointment will depend entirely upon

| public and national considerations, of which you,

yourself, will be the judge. Personally, I can have
uo wish for this office; but iff you believe that [ can
be of service to the country, 1 am willing to forego
all private considerations—separate myself from my
family, under painful cireumstances; resign my place
in the Senate, which is so dear to me—and proceed
immediately to the theatre of war. My only stipula-
tion would be for the powers which [ deem necessary

the purpose of 53"-_“4'""“”.-_'3' Gen. Taylor, and not lo| the question resolyes itself into this, is two-thirds of
prosecute a war of congquest. A beautiful apology in- | fifty a fixed and definite number, or & mere Auctuating
deed! How grateful must the anti-war federalists be ] jt"rlni depeiding upon the number of ‘?"”“‘“‘5‘ awing.
to Mr. Corwin for thus givieg them the means of de- lo-day, for instance, it requires thirly-four Senators

fendine their untenable and unpatrioti well 1o make a constitutioual quorum to do business; to-
MRg e crHabic aud unpainolic, as well &5 | morrow one of the Senators dics, and then it only re-

| quires .’J'u':'l’_i';'-:"n'u‘. We will introduce oue or two
authorities from the many that might be given un this

poinl.
| In a late case in England, where commissioners
| for building and enlarging churches, appointed pursu-
ant to statute, lwenly-six persons o be a select vestry,

inconsistent cour:e; and how praiseworthy in the
| Journal to aid in the dissemination of the brilliant
| - ! :

| idea, and endeavor to facilitate its * home consump-

repeat, we are at some loss to fathom the thrust or |0 $I&0 preliminaries of peace, based upon terms
sneer of the Jacksoni previously approved by you.
i 5 i e P . - » .
g ! - [ beg you to believe, sir, that nothing selfish, or
Further, we see no difficulty, other than that at-

personal, dictates this proposed stipulation. There
tendaat ou all such eaterprises, in the way of making | Is no such thing in it. [t prcceeds from a thorough

a road as proposed by the people of Rush, even should | €o8Vviction that, with a subordinate command, I could
the other be made ; but to whatever conclusions tl;cJ " B8 oot is S v, A the contrary, ll_:n! my
contemplated convention may come, should they | presence there would be improper and mischievoas :
: s ) ¥ comea, should they meet | for I am kuown, from my public speeches, to disap-
in May as proposed, in all probability we shall sup- |

. prove of the plans, both of the late, and of the
port them, please or displease whom it may. We | present conmander—(the defensive policy of one, and

do not expect that whether we approve or disapprove, | ‘h*_f San Juan of Ulloa attack of the other)—and this
it will trouble our future prospects in the least; for| . '-# known, my presence would operale as an

at present we lLave no particular aspirations; ang
even iff we had, we should “‘go ahead™ on the old
plain flai-footed honest democratic plan, wilnout any
attempt at demagoguism. We know not, yet, but the
converlion may gefect the route Pioposed to pass
through Rushville; especially as we consider the offer
to make the road themselyes through the county, as
an extremely libers) one; and ove, if followed by

cach eounty on t'e runte, could easily and expeditious.
Iy muke the road.

W are too much engaged to follow the subject far-

ther; and bhave hopes that the people of Rush will
understand us on this as well as on all other points,
however much the Jacksonian may wish to misrepre-
sent us,

(7~ We find thé following card in the Washington
Union of March G. Waestcott is the Senator who
denounced the Administration, including the two
Houses of Congress, as altogether infamous and cor-
rupt. It would appear by this card, that he is safer
in making general than personal charges of that

kind: 2
A Card.
Alr. Westcott, a senator from Florida, has,
the debate on the expulsion of Mr. Ritchie,
an artigle written by me for

during
denounced

libellous. He has, when called upop in a becoming

Wne by me, evaded all explapation or satisfaction. ||

have been here since the adjournment of Congress fur
the purpose of exacting it.  Afier a diligent search
for several days, I have not been able to see him.—
Whether he secretes himself for the purpose of avoid-
ing me, or for othgr cause, 1s a matter which [ shall
Jeasg to the speculation of the curioys., [ cannot af-
ﬂnao waste any mgre Lume in tus idle search for a
ma S who, but for the official pusition whieh he so ua-

accs bly oh.::ﬂ'u‘, would ctrtainly mever receive
potice ‘Y hand ["ean now only pursue the mild-
gr course of Miding this Mr. Westcott up before the

world as a wation _calumnialor, whose- conduct has
rendered him So eatirely contemptible, that even his

official station cannot he 1t hint%r anythin
from him, to notice by we. _ :}A&,B;ﬁw{m .
Gadsby's Hotel, rday ';i
N.B. 1 shall not léaye the gy_un'til"Mond:y
eeoing. ... T | ST .
4 A:mxru&ﬂﬁ.:—-imhott’ the appoifitmerifs made by
the Presideot nod Sofighied by the Senate, pief” o
the late -.djnurn'rm:i!,.wé oo?'. the following, of
persons baikag from ladtana : . Tk
Isaac D. G. Nlsgn, receiver of public monéys for

the district of 4 t to sale st Fort Wayie,
Indiana. .+ i
Ralph G. Noryell, sof Isdixna, to be major of in-

fantry. - -

James Mg Talbotf, of [ndiana, now a captain; to

be an additional niajor of infantry.

. : the “ Richmond Enqui-|
rery” over the siguature of “Questor,” as false and |

Laplied censure of the two Generals, and might make

Eme, in spite of myself, the nucleus of discontent and
insubordination. The command of the army, there-
fore, is the only military position which I could hold
m i,

Authority to conclude 3 peace, or at least to sign
| the preliminaries of peace, I deem highly essential to
| success, as it would enable the Comguander-in-Chief
{to take instant advantage of all pus* events, mili-
|tary or political, to close the war.

Furnished with these powers, I am willing to make
| the sacrifices, and tv incur the responsibilities of this
| bigh command : but I leave it to you, sir, for your
| free and final decision ; considering it as a national

question, and a new one, on which there is no com-
| mitment, on either side, in any thing that Las passed.
| Whateyer may be the decision, my thanks and
| gratitude will not be the less to you for your unsoli-
| cited nomination of mwe to this high appointment, nor
to the Senate for its instant and unanimous confirma-
tion of it, nor to the House of Representatives for its
| three times virtual clection of me to be the Comman-
der-in-Chief of the army in Mexico,
f Respectfully, sir, your friend and fellow-citizen,
: THOMAS H. BENTON.

| To the Presipexr.,

Wasmxeron Crty, March 9, 1347.
| Sig :—I have given your letter of the 6th instant,
the consideration which its importance demands. In
| tendering to you the appointment of Major General
in the army, | earnestly desired that the country
should have the advantage of your conceded ability
and military knowledge, your intimate acquaintance
with the Mexican character, and your lamiliarity
| with their language and political condition.
| Immediately after your nomination as Major Gene-
| ral had been unanimously confirmed by the Senate, 1
'carefully examined the question, whether [ possessed
| the power to designate you—a junior Major General
—1d the chief command of the army in the field. The
result of this examination is, | am constrained to say,
a settled conviction on my mind, that such power has
| not been conferred upon me by the existing laws.
| I am fully sensible of the exalted patriotism which
| coyld alove have induced you to make the personal
| sacrifices to which you woul be subjected, in assum-
i ing even the chief command of the army in Mexico;
aud | duly appreciate the reasons you have assigned,
and which may, [ fear, prevent you from accepting
your appomntment as Major General. If, on farther
| reflection, such should be your decision, I shall learn
it with deep regret,

I am, sir, with high consideration,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES K. POLK.
To Maj. Gen. Tuomas H. Bexrox,
Washington City.

Wasninetox, Toespay Evexine, March 9, 1847.
Sin :—Your letter of this day’s date is just receiv-
ed; and seeing no reason for further reflection, and
wishing to avoid all delay in otficering the army, [ have
written a note to the Adjutant General, to be delivered
at his office in the morning, declining to accept the

GGe : appuintment of Major General in the army, so kindly

j,::erga “: :.:;g::;l;in of in- | °ered 1o me by you, and so honorably confirmed by
fantry. v - 1 l.l‘u; Senate. : !

i Pra| + 1 bave the honor to be, sir, with great respect,
‘0;.:: . . e ff-. ¢ .| * _ Your friend and fellow-citizen,
-’ = - I M THOMAS H. BENTON.

A side. Al Keodall presiding, o the PresipenT. e

was held in W on the 26th ult. Resflutions| W ,suincron, Tozsnay Evesrvs, March9, 1347,

in“Mvor® & peBsecuting the war with
c "‘lﬁmm of the U. S. Segate

I Washington Union. Large

0 beeAREIdm New York, Phijadel;
“and other

. '-‘
{'r: -

“Natiossl Es” fhe angi-slavers: paper

sulluded to. We
‘will be wcute enoygh to compre-

Six :—I bad the honor to receive your note of the
Gth instant, with the commission of Major General
' the army, and delayed the answer of acceptance,
or non-acceptance, until I should receive an gnswer
from the President 10 a note which I addressed to

re, - an Plages east, ut whichhim in the morning of that doy. That answer is
plolions were adopted in favor of a rigor- | Bow received, and enables me to answer your note,
tion of the war, . o:_ 15 and to say, that the commission is not accepted.
U Ty FPlease accept, sir, my thanks for the kind terms of

our note, and for the thousand courtesies which you
ve extended 1o me in the course of our Jong and
friendly acquaintance.

Most truly aund ru'r.'clfully yourg,
'HOMAS H. BENTON,

To Amvuranr Gexerat Joxes.

Rev. Ezekiel Cooper, of the M. E. Church, died
recently at Philadelphia. He was 84 years of age
within a dey, and labored 60 years in the ministry of
the gospel. Mr. Cooper was one of the first book
ageuts appointed by the conference to superintend
| their Book Comcern. His private fortune was very
lerge.

The New York SubTrearurer a mib
;.g..“.’;g a half m'rm% :‘:m

sl

| Gen. Taylor, and helping him to flog a few Mexicans |
{at Matamoras!!!

|

my of fifty thousand men, and lo appropriale ten mil-

lions of dollars, for the purpose only of succoring

Is there a man, nay, 18 there a
child, ten years of age, who can fail to perceive |h'_-|
perfect futility and absurdity of this wretehed aller-
Why the pretext is so utterly and self-
evidently absurd, that it is worthy only of contempt
and derision, except in so far as it exposes the weak-
ness of a Federal leader, and lis aiders and abettors,
in their attempts 1o justify themselves in deserting the
standard of their own country and giving * aid and
comfort " to the enemy.

Gex. Worta.—Pefore the adjournment of Cou-

thought ?

gress, the President nomivated Brigadier Gen. Worth
to the grade of Major General by brevel, and the
nomination wae confirmed by the Senate.

The course of Generul Washinaton : “*“There was
no declaration of war by the Barbary States against
this country, but merely acts of depredation, sunilar
to those of Mexico against the United States; less,
in fact, on the part of Algiers, in the breach of pub-
lic faith, and in threatened invasion, than on the part
of Mexico. What did President Washington do?
He fitted out an expedition against Tripoli before
Congress could act upon the subject. He communi- |
cated to that bedy the hostile acts of the Barbary |
States, and upon, that, without declaring war, Con- |
gress enacled that war existed by the hostile acts of
those States, and provided means of attack to be used
until peace should take place. Under that act the
war was couducted by the President, and our gallant
naval heroes to a glorious termination.”

“Omy Mex oF Gon."—A volugteer writing from |
Parras, Mexico, says that he attended service in one
of the Catholic churches there, and after the ceremo-
nies were over, was politely invited into the sacristy
by the attending priest. There he and his brother |
officers were regaled with cigars, wine and brandy |
The priest was talkative, jovial, and very good com |
pany. The **boys™ will certainly **join his church.’

The London Universe says, that the King of Pros-
sia is about to confer great religions liberty upon his
subjects, allowing all sects to establish such worship
as they please. The same monarch has promised for
a great number of years past, a Conslilution to his
subjects, When this promise is fulfilled, we shall
have hopes of the other.

Slavery prevails in China to a considerable extent.
Poor people sometimes sell their daughters as slaves,
In Canton there arc more than 80,000 slaves. The
laws do not allow the separation of man and wife,
nor the sale of the children of slaves without the con- |
sent of their parents, If a slave runsaway, violence |
can not be used in getting him back to his master.

Stavery N Derawanre.—The bill which recently
passed the House of the Delaware Legislatore, pro-
viding for the gradual abolition of slavery in that
State, was indefinitely postponed in the Senate. A
motion was made to reconsider the vote, but it failed
by a vote of 4 yeas, 4 nays. The Speaker voted in
the negative.

Amatic Cnorega.—~The last accounts from our
missionaries in Persia give most painful accounts of
the ravages of the Cholera in that country. In the
city of Tabreez nlone, 6000 persons had died in the
course of six weeks; 500 had somelimes perisied in
a single day.

A writer in the Litchfield (Conn.) Enquirer says,
that the mother of Oliver Cromwell was the ‘maternal
randparent of Hon. Wm. Jones, Lieut. Guvernor of
noecticut Colony, who married Haonah, youngest
danghier of Governor Eaton, New Haven,’

(<7~Six millions of specie would have been brought
in the Cambria could insurance have heen obtained
forit. It is said that the Cambrin brings an offer
from Rothschilds for the twenty millon U, S. loan

at twenty years.

The new rockets made at the Washington Navy
Yard can be thrown with great veloeity for more than
two wmiles. Large quagtities have been sent to Mex-
m. .

The proposition to divide Virginia into two States
is again agitated. The people west of the mountains
seem to favor the plan, but it will not succeed, ut least
for the present.

The bill for the payment of interest on the Mary-
land State, has the lower branch of the Legis-
lature of that State by a vote of 42 to 3%, and will
pass the Senate.

Resolutions have passed the Massachusetts Legis-
mlﬂi‘.: the extension of slavery to any terri-
tory in which it does not now exist—oyes 232, a
unanimous vote.

T ﬁwd- d in the State prison in the
1 1; T—-hp n:hﬁwm _

for the care and management of a church, it was held,
that in order to constitute a good assembly of the se-
leet vesiry so up;uunltd, there must be present & ma-
jurity of the members lgriz. fourteen) named in the
appoiniment, and therefore, that a vote for the repair
of the church, made at.a meeting where there was
not such a majority, was i#égal” Angell and Ames
on Corporations.

But it may be said that the authority given js not
applicable to the ease under eunsideration, because
there is po evidence of any of the members of the

-

| vesiry being dead, which wus the case in the Senate.

In answer to this question we will produce an authori-
ty where the rule of law applies when one of the
members of a body die. The following authority we
think will settle all doubts on this point.

** Besides the President there must be present at a
corporate assembly a majority of each definite integral

| part; that is, a majority of the number by which each

of these parts is constituted, and of which it ougin
constantly to consist, and not mercly a majority of
the surviving or existing members of each class. In-
deed, if there be not surviving a majority of the con-
stitutional number, no corporate assembly can be

| formed, nnd the functions of every meeting in which

that class ought to participate are suspended.”” Will-
cock on Corporations.

Again, says the same authority, *The words ‘sur-
viving and remaining,” may be imagined still more

| positively to refer to the existing number of members

in a definite class, and to derive greater force from
the presence of a majority of those surviving and re-
maining being required at elections to supply vacan-
cies in the same class, when from necessily 1t must
consist of at least one less than the cowstitutional
number. But even from this the implication is not
so strong as to induce the courts 10 admit a violation
of the rule; and therefure if there ought to be fwelve

| eapital Burgesses, and the Charter dircets that when
| & capital Burgess is dead or removed, the other capital

Burgesscs, ‘ot that time swrviving and remaining,’
or the grealer part of the same, shall elect another to
be a capital Burgess, the election is void unless secen
capital Burgesses be present.”

From this it wust be evident that the death of a
member of the Senate, does not lessen the number of
Senators necessary to constitute s quorum.

Story on the Constitution says: *The propriety of
establishing a rule for a quorum for the despatch of
business is clear, since otherwige the concerns of the
nation might be decided by a very small number of
the members of each body. In England, where the
House of Commons consists of nearly eix hundred
members, the number of forty-five constitutes a quo-
rum to do business.. In some of the State constitu-
tions a particular nomber of the members constitutes
a quorumn to do business; in others, a majority is re-
quired. The constitution of the United Stales has
wisely adopted the latter courge; and thus, by requi-
ring a majority for a quorum, las secured the public
from any bazard of passing laws by sarprise, or
against the deliberate opinion of & majorily of the
Representative body.”

We have thus presented some rules of law on the
subject of a quorum which we think will satisfy any
reasonable mind, that the Butler bill is not the law of
the land; and for the pluin and simple reason that a
constitutional quorum was not present when the bill
passed the Senate, unless, indeed, the ingenious editor
of the Courier can construe the constitution in sucha
way, as to make thirty-three two-thirds of jifty.

LUX ET VERITAS

Avorner Victin.—Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll’s re-
jection as minister to France, is said to have been
achieved in the Jast night's executive session of the
Senate by a majority of one on a strict party vote, in
the absence of six d{zmocmic Senators, who, if pres-
ent, would have confirmed that gentleman’s appoint-
ment by a majority of five. Buot the federalists were
in a perfect frenzy of indignation that the President
slmu,:ie have dared to nomioate vne, however well
fitted, who hed presumed to question the officizl puri-
ty of one fadcmeeﬂntur—-the same Senator who had
su ted the President’s impeachment.

{Eel;:n Chief Justice Taney administered the oath
of office to President Van Buren, General Jackson
sumnlmf by, remarked with his characteristic know-
ledge of the American people, **There 1s my chief
justice rejected by the Senate, swearing in as Presi-
dent my minister to England, likewise rejected by that
conclave,” We trust that Pennsylvania, indeed the
whole Union, will reverse the Senate's proscriplion
of another veteran, who, like vurselves, has been
wore thay forty years—may we not say, ot Jegst. a
patriot.— Union, March 4.

Tue “ Jonx Pavr Joxes” Bur.—It is a fact wu?:;
thy of something more thay e ing nolice,
ll'nz bill for the rglief of the bemI:fsP:gl Jones, afier
passing both houses of Congress, failed for the want
of the President’s signature, and by an accident truly
unbecoming the character of a legislative budz The

Should T-edntnge’ to be your representative, ] shall
not hesitate again to do the right thing, even at the
bazard of being temporarily misunderstood,

During the session which has rL‘i'L‘IlIII\"Cde| 8

which had for its object a vigorous prosecution of the
war with Mexico,
swell this communieation beyond a reasonable length.
Some of the measures called for by the Executive, for |
the support and prosecution of the war, and for other

of a treacherous, or a very ill judging portion of
Democratic members casting their votes wiih the op-
pasition. No such measure failed for the want of my
vote. It was always given; and [ um persuaded that
time will bring with it proof of the wisdom, and ne-
.Q@a;ly.nf those measures, and the voice of popular
reprool’ to those by whose votes they were defiated.

My pecuniary circumstances are such, that theugh
entirely free from debt, or embarrassment, [ am com-
pelied to look to my emplorment as a means of SUp-
port.
practice of my profession, and deriving therefrom a
comfortable subsistence, when "By your wuices [ was
called to represent you in the national councile. Tlis
was your act—nol mine. )

It will be remembered by the members of the con-
vention by which I wus nominated, that at the time

address, that it would tend to embarrass me to chunge
my employment then, and in two years make again an-
other exchange, and waste a yrear or lwo in restoring
my professional business, and that although I had not
sought the nomination then, [ would be glad to retain
vour confidence, and remuin in vour service fur a
longer time than two yesrs. These considerations |
now respectfully repeat to you. And perbaps it will
not be deemed impertinent for me to say in this con-
nexion, that four years of service in L-:I'l"_'ﬂ'!h' are not
any disqualification for serving again. On the con-
trary, I can assure you that less than that service

| their preference for the

greatl variety of legislation was perfected, much of |

A list of the acts passed would |

goud purposes failed cutirely, or in part, fur the cause |

I was quietly and contentedly engaged in tie |

of that nomination, [ stated to them, in a public |

| apparent throughout Mexico : the clergy now declarg
' government of the United
Henee, too, the urgent necessity for pacifie
| negotiation on the purt of s goverumenl mepaced by
that dread sentence of exeomimunication snd eternal
despair, which strikes tertor totlve heart of the faith.
ful of all religiovs denomjostions, Even smong
political parties in our own free country, what iy
mare dreadful and destructive to a ppblic man than
excommunication from Lis party ! As examp'es, we
refer to the persecution of Juhn Tyler and his excoms-
aivnicalion by the Whigs, the political anathemas
hurled at Jobn C. Cathoun, snd the denunciations

States,

( which Henry Clay encountered in his excommunica-

tion from the Dewocratie pariy. These are indica-
tions of wlat every public man in Mexico must now
encounter. But the die is cast. The law has passed
Congress, and the church threatens the exercige of
ber spiritual power for the protection of her temporal
wealih, Nearly all the churches bave been clused.
Religious eaxerciscs and ordinunses have been sust
pended, except to the sick and dying. Children are
| uot baptized, marringes are not blessed, and masses
nre no Jonger celebrated fur the repose of the dead.
This is truly sn alarming condition of things to the
pious people of Mexico. Terror and disway have
scized the public mind, the sacred orders have robed
their edifices in the habiliments of woe, and eyil fore-
bodings are wafted on every breege. T this elarm-
ing state of affairs, we find a paraliel only in that
| appaling season of calamity which preceded the con-
quest of Mexico by Cortes. Now, however, her
nationalty can be preserved. Let bher but accept the
ulive branch which America has offered to lier, and
she mav yet be free, prosperous aud happy.
and again have we offered Ler peasce. When we re-
monstrated with her for ber denial 10 Texas of those
rights which she claimed for Lerseif, her chieftains
| waged war, bringing vpon their country the evily
which now threaten to overwhelm her, Let Mexico
profit by this experience, The following s the pro-

Time

1 - 3 . rnly o
will scarcely take the greenness out of a new nmrnbew’+ test °f4¥ church

cally necessary toenable him to represent his constitu-
ency wisely and well,

of Congress have found th€i civence ufter a long

Ail thedrstinguished members |

unlcl give h.:m that acquaintance with men nnd:[Traﬂ;!;it‘d fromm Mexican papers received at the
things, and the course of buziness, which is emphat;- |

office of the New York Sun.)
| Prolest of the reaerabie A f"f(,l‘)!.;.'-!'u..\ ("j,!‘.' ler ,'_':a]'us‘

| the h;_ﬁ_n;_-_" possessivn ::F the chureh b ..‘-,.-;y.

Keretion 21 “is chapter having been informed from an wvne

| stock, with a view to extend branches in the city of

| ereased, and a bill is now pending in the

No member ever be®me distinguished at
once. The time is at Lhand when, by the vates of a
district convention, you will select iy successor.
Whoever that successor may be, he will receive my |
vole, unless 1t should be your pleasure 1o make me |
my own successcr, an event which I frankly acknow-
ledge would be very pleasing to me. Should it _be
otherwise, _Im\\‘er(.-r, I will not find in your adverse
determination any reasun to forget the very many
favors which [ have received at vour hands. 2

I am nol unaware that owing W a very unwearied
personal solicitation, carricd on systematically lor
more than two years past by one whose avoentions
and leisure bave afforded him numerous opportunitics, |
many of you, (especially such as could be found
about the county seats l.!l-ll'.l.'g‘ Ine sessions of courts)
have been partially or entirely led to believe tiat
you have “ done enough™ for me, and that now you
““ do something * for another. | ;

011"_;‘}11 1o must be
permitied to enter my protest ugainst this weak idea
of making political preferment the means of * doing
something "' for any one. Palitieal and official pos;-
tions are the property of the people, aud it is the
interest of the people to empluy in these positions |
those who can best serve thew. [ tvo have rendered
you some services, but I never Lave cleimed any
lhillg on eceount of them. [ 1old yuu &t the tilu-t'
that I should charge nothing for them. Such a claim
cught never to be made by any one, but especially
not by one already holding one of the most honorable
and profitable uffices in your gift. Nor indced do |
think that a geatleman holding one cliice ouzht 10 be
permitted 10 seek a nomination for another viiice until
he ghall first resign that wiich he holds, except in a |
very peculiar ease, |

Uunder the circumstances above stated, it is natural
that I should desire tv see delegates selected to atiend
a district convention, not by a meeting of a few resi-
dents at the connty seats, but by the people of all the
townships, or by their representatives in county con-
vention. A conveution thus fairly selected will give
satisfaction. And although [ will submit to a nomi-
nation made by a convention, selected in any mode—
even though I may be conscious that it has been got
together by wire pulling contrivances—ihere mlgllt‘
be others who would feel disgust, and fail in giving a
warm support to the nominee. 1 have been advised
to take a tour through the district, see my friends,
and get them to attend meetings, and see Lo the selec-
tion of delegates. My native honor shrinks from
such doings, and my political education, and expe-
rience have taught me that it is by such weuns that
the most harmonious political party will be divided
into factions,

I presume therefore that T shall scrupulously remain
at home, unti! after a nomination shall have been
made, unless called away by business not counected
with the numination.

The selection of a Congressional candidate is your
business. I hope every demoerat in the district will
feel it to be particularly his business, and attend the
meetings, by which delegates are selected, and see
that Fuod men are chosen and instructed as to the
popular will concerning the nominee to be designated.

Should 1 be nominated, I will, as beretofore, sus-
tain your choice by making iotellectoal warfare upon
ull Whig comers, (without any personal Lostility,
however,) and in so doing I shall meet most of you
face to face, and renew with you the friendly inter-
course, from which 1 bave so uften derived pleasure,
for many long years.

Should your choice full upon another, no one will
ever bear me complain, nor shall [ fail in my support
of democratic men and principles.

In the bonds of democracy, | am faithfully your
friend and servant,

W. W. WICK.

i

Prorits or New Exsrasxp Ramnroans —It is un-
derstood that nearly 8 per ceut. of net income was
earned by the Worcester Railrvad last year, over one |
per cent. by the Lowell, a little over 9 per cent. by the i
Providence, about 7§ per cent, by the Eastern, about 64
per cent. by the Maine, about 83 percent. by the Fitch-
burg, about 6 per cent. by the Oid Colony, about 12
per cent. by the Tauntun Branch, a fraction over 10
per cent. by the New Bedford aud Taunton, and 12
per cent. or thereabouts, by the Nashya and Lowell,
upon the cgpital stoek then puid in.  Some of these
roads Lave added to their capital recently, as the
Eastern, Prov.dence, Fitchburg, and Old Colony ; and
the Lowell has petitioned for authority to make new

Lowell, and bring its track in the city up to Traverse
street, TS Wistern Railroad reotip®s snd net i

have already Its capitel has in-
to allow & further increase of
down

?-- (| "*"d I - "-
g .- - i E?Iq'. . ‘I'-)."I‘I A

LIporiipng approved

imt t

doubted source, that the sovereign Congress Lhave this
I . of an act for the I.'lr”"::_r [5~EF5i0n
of (he church property, without losing a moment for
the preservation of those sacrod rights u'!s'.rh'- d upon

them by the solemn canonsg of the church, have de-

termined to direct ta vour excellcocy this communnicns
tion, with the olject of making known that they
caundt in any manper concide with the measures
emlertained 1n the above-named sct, not daring 1o
incur the eceleginstion] censure< and penaltics emitted
at the end of the 11th chapter of the 22d session of
the Sacred Couneil of Trent, and reiterated in the
third Mlexican ; and in cunsequence they bereby entey

| the most solemn protest against the aet now sbout W

be sanctioned, only expecting from the piety of the
supreme governtcnt, tlmt the afurenmuned dispesition

of wie Sacred Council of Trent, which comprehends

{ all, whatever may be 1he dignity invested m them,

apd which inflicts the lughest puni=hment epon those
who disregard it, may be fully respecied ; vbeying
likewise the fundamental law now reiguing through
the Republic, which guarantecs the property of our
ccclesiastical copporatinns.

May it pleuse your excellency to male known to

| the most excellent Senor Vice President, that thess

are the seutiments eplertained by this Archbishop's
t'hu]-!('r.

We present to yolir exceliency tlie assurances of
otir distinguished consideration” and estcem. God
goard you many years.

Hall of the Sacred Churel of the Archbishop's *

clapter of Mexico, January 10th, 1847, 12 oelock, M.
FELIX OSORES,
FELIX GARCIA SERALDE,
JOSE M. GUZMAN,
JOSE M. VASQUEZ,

To the Minister of Justice and Ecclesiostical Affairs,

Parest Mepierse Law i Marve,~=A Yite law in -
the State of Mainerequiras that the composition, and. -
the proportion of each article of the composition, of

every patent medicive offered for sule, shall be printed
on a label and pasted om the bottle, package, &e.,
containing it, under penalties that would make o
common pedlar winece. It i well known, however,
that a law was never enacted which a Yauvkee cap'd
not evade. This was true in regurd 1o the nine-pinl
law—a tenth pin was added, and thos the statute be-
came iuoperative. A daring fellow, who hasa patent
medicine much in demand by the down east people,
called at the Chinese Museum, in this city, Intely,
and for two dollars hud 1he composition, proportions,
&e. of each article in the compound translated, by
Mr. Chafung, into Chivese, and in that langusge the
required labels are privted. He thus complies with
the letter of the act—becagse the law does not define
the language of the Jabels. By the time the Lgis!g,
ture is again in session he will hove supplied the
market, and will, at his leisure, lavgch st the combin,
ed wisdom of the representatives of the people.—
Boston Med. Jowrnal.

Take a newspaper, and you do more ta secure the
morals of your children and prepare them fur finare
usefulness, with a single dollar, than by five times
that amount bestowed upon them in any other way.
It is a duty which every futher owes to las Tamily and
his country, to take a newspaper. It coltivates s
taste fur reading, and spreads befire the inds of the
rising generation a chart of the passing events pf the
age, which they will consult, and will, by so doing,
add daily or weekly to their slock of knowledge. No
person, who resds a newspaper regularly and cares
fully, goes into the world without a knowledge of its
dotugs that secures for him intelligence end respect.
We say to every, man, and every man should
his neighbor, ** take a newspaper,”

Foor Yaxxees.—in England, the Yankees are ridis
culed with the name of Bumbiins. An English lady,

on a tuur through the nortisern parts of this country,

passing a feld of pumpkins, snxiously inguired what &

they were. Her companion replied that they wers
umpkins,

“to bury their netives with their Leads out of the
ground !

Arrrorriate Praver —The following concise ap.
rjate prayer was once offered i the Mich:
islature, b{;f‘m chaplain.

* 0 Lor! Bless the peeps and their se

resentatives. May dey

not for

rvapt de rep-
make laws for de peepe, and
ves—atoen,” ;

* Barbarous wretches!* exclaimed the
y mistaking the vame of the fruit for bumbling,
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